
March 13, 2019 

 

Statement in response to the Denver Homeless Leadership Council Media Advisory of 

March 6, 2019 regarding Ordinance 300 – The Right To Survive Initiative 

   

Since the advent of contemporary homelessness in the early 1980’s, over 35 years ago, local 

governments across the country have “swept,” moved along and arrested people with no housing 

for the crimes of sleeping, sitting, loitering and protecting oneself from the elements (camping). 

Even while everyone from the Federal, State and Local Governments, to the Local Homeless 

Coordinating Boards and Service Provider Coalitions, to Advocacy Groups for Housing, 

Disability Rights, Homeless Led groups, National Groups, Statewide Homeless Coalitions, and 

even many Business groups – literally EVERYONE – identifies that the systematic dismantling 

of our nation’s affordable housing, as well as healthcare and income support programs, is the 

cause of why so many people from different geographic and social backgrounds are forced to 

live in our public spaces these days. 

 

Yet in spite of the abysmal failure of 

Policing as a means to end 

homelessness, we continue to see 

new laws created and old laws 

enforced in a futile attempt to 

mitigate the impacts of homelessness 

and extreme poverty on the housed 

population and business community 

- aka move homeless people 

“away...” 

  

The Denver Homeless Leadership 

Council is continuing a 35 year 

pattern that homeless people 

themselves have grown to truly resent. Mayor’s Task Forces, HUD Coordinating Boards and 

now local Leadership Councils keep trying to rearrange the chairs on the deck of the Titanic. All 

the while professing “they” know best what it is homeless people need and if the City would just 

give them more money, they could fix all the homeless people and make the problem of 

homelessness go away. Even a cursory glance at the Federal budgets for Housing and Poverty 

programs clearly documents that it is going to take more than another “remodeled” shelter 

system or a new 5Year Plan, 10Year Plan, Chronic Homeless Plan, Navigation Center or 

Coordinated Intakes to turn the tide of the continually growing numbers of people in our 

communities with no alternatives but to band together and fend for themselves. 

  

Even if the city funded all the projects named in the Leadership Council and Colorado Coalition 

for the Homeless statement, this would not house - or shelter, which is not comparable with 

housing - even half of all those in need in Denver right now. People will still be living on the 

streets. 

  



True leadership would be to defend the right of people, regardless of their housing status, to 

conduct the life sustaining activities that every single one of us most conduct, and that most of 

us, at least for now, are able to do in the comfort and privacy of our homes. To both recognize 

that criminalization of rest causes harm on the homeless community, and at the same time take 

no action, make no demand or even suggestion to end this inhumanity - this is not leadership. 

 

Homeless people did not conduct a dastardly plan to create homelessness in America nor has the 

Human DNA changed such that living outside is considered a cool and desirable thing to do. 

  

When Congress approved President Reagan’s 1980, 1981 and 1982 Budgets that almost wiped 

out Federal funding for low income housing programs, there were NO homeless people in either 

the House or the Senate voting on those budgets. Just the opposite, by 1983 there were people 

protesting in the streets against these cuts! Just as in 1998 when Congress passed, and President 

Clinton signed, Welfare Reform Bills (Contract With America), poor and homeless people had 

no vote on that either. Clearly we must all admit, Homeless people did not create 

contemporary homelessness. 

  

So the question then is – Why are 

homeless people the only ones who 

are going to jail for the fact that 

homelessness exists? Homeless 

people are demonized, ostracized, 

dehumanized and inevitably 

criminalized merely for living in a 

era when our government, over the 

last three decades, has decided to 

abandon any pretense of a social 

safety net.   

  

This pattern of negligence, also 

known as “Trickle Down 

Economics” has massively benefited 

and enriched the wealthiest 

Americans and corporations, over the same three decades. Homelessness is the price we pay 

when policies and funding priorities are intended not to serve ALL people but to 

disproportionately benefit those deemed more worthy of government largess. 

  

In this environment, a plethora of non-profit corporations/coalitions and think tanks have formed 

to serve as middlemen between those on the benefitting end of the status quo and those suffering 

the degradation of neo-liberal politics. 

 

They are funded through the charity of wealthy families and corporations and/or government 

grants, and while they are expected to “deal with” or “take care of” the homeless they are also – 

ALWAYS – cognizant of where their paychecks are coming from and they recognize the 

inherent power dynamics that are at play. They are being paid to do their job and deal with the 

problem - it is now their problem and not a systemic issue of a government lacking in 



humanity.  For 35 years, they have claimed that they are doing a good job, if only they had more 

money they could do even better, the system (as long as they are being funded) is just fine – we 

will rehabilitate poor people to “fit back into society.” - The claim, and the unspoken ask in their 

statement on the Right to Survive Initiative, is that, “With just a few more grants our coordinated 

intake specialists and motivational case managers can fix this lickety split!” 

  

Homeless people and their allies put the Right To Survive Initiative on the ballot ourselves 

because we know that those who profess to be our leaders and who pontificate on our behalf do 

not work for the systemic change that is so blatantly required to actually address the causes of 

homelessness and not just the aesthetics of our existence. 

  

In the statement they say they don’t like the divisiveness of the campaign and wish people would 

just “work together.” The only people who win by not being divisive are those with money and 

power who strive to maintain the status quo. As poor and homeless people, we don’t have that 

privilege. We have to fight for our rights. We cannot stand for a status quo where people cannot 

use a blanket to stay warm. We cannot stand for a status quo where being visible and poor is a 

crime. 

   

We all need to sleep, rest, eat and protect ourselves from the elements, when we are doing so in a 

NON OBSTRUCTIVE manner, where is the crime? 

  

With this being Women’s History Month, maybe the leadership council would do well to heed 

the words of a famous suffragette, Susan B. Anthony… 

“Cautious, careful people, always casting about to preserve their reputation and social standing, 

can never bring about reform. Those really in earnest must be willing to be anything or nothing 

in the world’s estimation and publicly and privately, in season and out, avow their sympathies 

with the despised and persecuted ideals and their advocates and bear the consequences” 

 
Signed, 

 
 
 

Western Regional Advocacy Project - wraphome.org - 

wrap@wraphome.org  

 

 
 
Denver Homeless Out Loud - denverhomelessoutloud.org – 

info@denverhomelessoutloud.org  
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