
78

Race, Poverty & the Environment | Spring 2009

Right to a Home

� 

Illustration :

Lockout, c. 1938
by Herman Volz
(1904-1990)

From the exhibition
Hoboes to Street
People curated by
Art Hazlewood.

Reproduction of
lithograph courtesy
of M. Lee Stone
Fine Prints, San
Jose, California.

Hobos to Street
People:
Artists’ Responses to
Homelessness from the 
New Deal to the Present

Curated by Art Hazelwood

In the Great Depression of the 1930s many artists began to address issues of human rights. The large number of poor, dis-
placed, and homeless people was one important focus. Artists were not only observers, but they actively found ways to influ-
ence society through exhibition and distribution of their work. In the late 1970s, with the rise of the modern era of mass
homelessness, many artists again began to focus on what was happening to poor people in our society. Structural changes in
the American economy and a return to fiscally conservative ideology began a period of increased poverty and economic
inequality. By 2008, an estimated 3.5 million Americans lived without housing and homeless children in school exceeded
900,000, according to the US Department of Education.

The Hobos to Street People exhibition presents the work of artists who have sought to bring attention to the tragedy of home-
lessness. Some of the artists in this exhibition personally experienced homelessness and poverty, some worked directly with
organizations to combat poverty. They felt that their art could be used to focus attention on issues of homelessness. They
believed their art would engage society in the struggle for a better world, and that everyone should take an interest in the
well-being of less fortunate people. �

Panel Discussion
The Role of Artists in Social Commentary and Advocacy
Thursday, June 4, 2009, 6:00-8:00pm
Speakers from: Western Regional Advocacy Project, San
Francisco Print Collective, and other arts organizations.
Moderator: Art Hazelwood, Curator of Hobos to Street People

Panel Discussion

The History of Documentary Photography to Address
Social Issues
Wednesday, June 17, 2009, 6:00-8:00pm
Speakers: David Bacon, Francisco Dominguez, Ira Nowinski.
Moderator: Ken Light

Panel Discussion

The History of Public Funding and the Arts 
Thursday, July 2, 2009, 6:00-8:00pm
Speakers: Lincoln Cushing, Tim Drescher, Mark Johnson. Mod-
erator: Gray Brechin, Project Scholar, California’s Living New
Deal Project

Labor Fest Event Exhibition walk through and Mural Tour
July 18, 2009, 2:00 p.m.
An exhibition walk through with curator Art Hazelwood, inde-
pendent scholar Tim Drescher and artist Jos Sances.

Artists’ Panel

Hobos to Street People Artists Discuss Their Work
Thursday, August 6, 2009, 6:00-8:00pm
Speakers: Christine Hanlon, Joe Sances, Jesus Barraza, Doug
Minkler Moderator: Art Hazelwood, Curator 

August 30- October 25, 2009, the exhibit will be at:
Kolligan Library, University of California, Merced 

Hoboes to Street People 
Exhibit and Events
California Historical Society
678 Mission Street, San Francisco
through August 15, 2009

To preview the exhibit visit the Western Regional Advocacy Project website: www.wraphome.org.  
For information about the traveling exhibition: www.ceraexhibits.org; info@ceraexhibits.org;  (415) 525-1553 
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Subscribe to RP&E 
Annual subscriptions are $20 for groups and individuals; 
$40 for institutions. (Free for grassroots groups upon request.)
Send subscription checks to:
RP&E, 436 14th Street, #1205, Oakland, CA 94612. 

Subscribe online at www.urbanhabitat.org
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RP&E was first published in 1990 by Urban Habitat Program and
the California Rural Legal Assistance Foundation’s Center on Race,
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of the editors, Urban Habitat, or its funders.
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a journal for social and environmental justice www.urbanhabitat.org

First published as a joint project of the Urban Habitat Program and the California Rural Legal
Assistance Foundation, RP&E is now published twice annually by Urban Habitat and is dedicated to
exploring the intersection of race, class, and environmental and social justice.
Don’t miss any of our passionate, in-depth discussions of important social topics!

Spring 1990 4 Earth Day
Summer 1990 4 Cultural Diversity

Winter 1991 4 Women of Color
Spring 1991 4 Pesticides

Summer 1991 4 Energy
Winter 1992 4 The Summit
Spring 1992 4 Asian/Pacific Islanders

Summer 1992 4 Water 
Fall 1992 4 Native Nations in 1992 

Spring 1993 4 Urban Problems 
Summer 1993 4 Population and Immigration 

Fall 1993 4 Latinos and the Environment 
Spring 1994 4 Military Base Conversion 
Winter 1995 4 Environmental Justice and the Law 

Summer 1995 4 Nuclear Technology & Communities of Color
Fall 1995 4 Social Justice and Transportation 

Spring 1996 4 Multicultural Environmental Education 
Fall 1996 4 The Border 

Winter 2000 4 A Place at the Table:
Food & Environmental Justice

Winter 2001 4 Reclaiming Land and Community: 
Brownfields & Environmental Justice

Summer 2002 4 Fixin’ to Stay: Anti-Displacement Policy 
Options & Community Response 

Summer 2003 4 Where Do We Go from Here? A Look at
the Long Road to Environmental Justice 

Fall 2003 4 Governing from the Grassroots: 
EJ and Electoral Activism

Summer 2004 4 Reclaiming our Resources: Imperialism and EJ
Winter 2005 4 Burden of Proof: Using Research for EJ
Winter 2006 4 Moving the Movement:

Transportation Justice   
Summer 2006 4 Getting Ready for Change:

Green Economics and Climate Justice  
Spring 2007 4 Just Jobs: Organizing for Economic Justice

Fall 2007 4 Educating for Equity
Spring 2008 4 Who Owns Our Cities?

Fall 2008 4 Race and Regionalism

Use the form below or order online:
www.urbanhabitat.org/subscribe

A Project of
Urban
Habitat

Support RP&E:
subscribe today!

Yes! I want an annual subscription to Race, Poverty & the Environment.
Sent free of charge to grassroots groups upon request.

$20 (Individuals)     $40 (Institutions)

Yes! I want to support the advancement of social, economic,
and environmental justice in the Bay Area and beyond.

I want to support Urban Habitat with a tax-deductible donation of:
$25  $50  $100  $500  $1,000   Other $_______

Name: ________________________________________________
Organization: ___________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________
State: ____ Zip: ________ Email: ____________________________

A check is enclosed Please charge my Visa/MasterCard
Visa/MC Number: _________________________ Exp. Date: _____
(Please include the 3-4 digit card verification number found on the back of most credit cards.)

Signature: ____________________________________________

Please make checks payable to Urban Habitat. Mail this form to 436 14th St., #1205, Oakland, CA 94612 (510) 839-9609 Fax: (510) 839-9610
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