Review Quotes

The public seldom blinks when the media scapegoat and deride homeless persons.  Hobos to Street People undermines this effort by making it impossible to see those of us whose options have been reduced to belongings in a shopping cart through the same old dehumanizing lens.  It unites the viewer with workers of past generations who overcame some unjust economic conditions. And it reunites us with our dispossessed counterparts by reminding us of our own historic political vulnerabilities and losses—but also, what justly belongs to all citizens of civilized societies. 

– Margot Pepper, author of , Through the Wall:  A Year in Havana
Author Art Hazelwood puts both the art and the reality of homelessness in front of a public that too often averts its eyes from the plight of those living on the streets. In his new book, Hobos to Street People: Artists’ Responses to Homelessness from the New Deal to the Present, Hazelwood traces the history of the economic, political and cultural forces that have shaped social policy – from the depths of the Great Depression, through the relative social equity of the Great Society, to the current Great Recession.  

– Harvey Smith – President National New Deal Preservation Association

“More and more Americans don’t remember a time when it wasn’t commonplace to see many people living on the street,” says Hazelwood. Through art and commentary, Hazelwood shows that artists have not only seen and understood, but also responded to the social crisis, by focusing attention on the connection between public policy and people without a place to live.

– Harvey Smith – President National New Deal Preservation Association

In 1964, I wrote a book, In the Midst of Plenty: the poor in America, describing what was shameful for the richest country in the world. Today, as depicted in Art Hazelwood’s Hobos to Street People, we still do little or nothing about the homeless poor and it is still shameful.

– Ben Bagdikian, Dean Emeritus Graduate School of  Journalism UC Berkeley

Hobos to Street People brings new light and currency to an artistic tradition rooted in the Great Depression and continuing today–even as the inhumanity and injustice depicted by these artists continues today.

– John Lozier, Executive Director, National Health Care for the Homeless Council

