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Member Organizations
Coalition on Homelessness

San Francisco, CA
www.cohsf.org/en/

Los Angeles CommunityAction 
Network

Los Angeles, CA
www.cangress.org

Street Roots
Portland, OR

www.streetroots.org

SistersOf The Road
Portland, OR

www.sistersoftheroad.org

Right 2 Survive PDX
Portland, OR

www.right2survive.wordpress.com

Denver Homeless Out Loud 
Denver, CO

www.denverhomelessoutloud.org

{ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 
Oakland, CA

www.stmaryscenter.org

Street Spirit
San Francisco, CA

www.thestreetspirit.org
Sacramento Homeless Organizing 

Committee
Sacramento, CA

www.sacshoc.org
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1. Historical Context 

2. Political & Economic Factors 

3. Cuts to Low-Income Housing 
Programs

4. Criminalization of Homelessness 

5. Band-Aid Solutions 

6. Federal Funding Priorities 

7. What mustbe done!

Overview

Artist: San Francisco Print 

Collective
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A Tale of Two Acts 

Over the last century there have been two episodes 
of mass homelessness in the United States. 
[ŜƎƛǎƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ŜŀŎƘ ŜǊŀ ǘŜƭƭǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊȅΧ
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Act I  

ÅThe Housing Act of 1937 
committed:

άǘƻ ǊŜƳŜŘȅ ǘƘŜ ǳƴǎŀŦŜ ϧ 

unsanitary housing conditions & 

the acute shortage of 

decent, safe, & sanitary 

dwellings for families of lower 

ƛƴŎƻƳŜΧέ
Artist: Claire 

Leighton
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Act II

ÅThe Quality Housing & 

Work Responsibility Act of 

1998 declared:

άǘƘŜ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ 
cannotthrough its direct 
action alone provide housing 
of every American, or even 
ǘƘŜ ƳŀƧƻǊƛǘȅ ƻŦ ƛǘǎ ŎƛǘƛȊŜƴǎΦέ

Artist: Eric 

Drooker
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Housing As Commodity

ÅFeds turn housing over to 
private market in the 1970s. 

Å261,419 Units of Public Housing 
lost through sale, demolition & 
HOPE VI ςEstimates including 
Project based Section 8 well 
over 360,000. 

ÅOver 5 million foreclosures from 
2008 - 2014. 

Å13 million vacant housing units 
in 2013.

Artist: Jos

Sances
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Rural Housing Cuts
USDA built 38,650 affordable housing units in 1979 

& only 763 in 2011  τin 2012 & 2013 the number is 0. 

0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

19
76

19
77

19
78

19
79

19
80

19
81

19
82

19
83

19
84

19
85

19
86

19
87

19
88

19
89

19
90

19
91

19
92

19
93

19
94

19
95

19
96

19
97

19
98

19
99

20
00

20
01

20
02

20
03

20
04

20
05

20
06

20
07

20
08

20
09

20
10

20
11

20
12

20
13

N
um

be
rs

 o
f N

ew
 U

ni
ts

 b
y 

T
ho

us
an

ds
 

Rural Affordable Housing Units Created by Section 515 (USDA)
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